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Mahurangi East Residents & Ratepayers Association 
scottslanding.org 

1. Wet feat 
 

If you felt like we’d been under deluge for the winter then the rainfall statistics 

confirm that. We’ve achieved some significant feats for the year to August. We 

started recording these stats in 2012, so we have an 11-year sample size.  

• We have already (until e.o. August with fall to date of 1059 mls) more than 

the whole of the year 2015 (979), 2019 (969), 2020 (1018).  

• We had the wettest July on our records of 367 mls, nearly double the 

previous highest years of 2014 (194), 2017 (182), 2021 (187) 

• The year to date of 1059 is greater than any other save 2017 (1394), when we 

experienced an extremely wet autumn. 

 

Check the Scotts Landing website for rainfall figures – they’re collected locally and 

updated monthly. 

 

2. Healthy Waters Programme 
 

 
 

The above council programme was established in 2018 to best manage the region’s 

storm water. This has particular implication for our rural roads and the amount of run-

off that reaches the harbour. 

A co-governed venture between council (through Healthy Waters) and local iwi has 

established the Mahurangi East Land Restoration (MELR) programme –  



a $5 million 5 year project to restore the health of the harbour. Two developments 

which MERRA has successfully sought to be part of and which benefit us are: 

 

a. Ridge Road development  

 

The unsealed part of Ridge Road to Scott Point is to be re-engineered and re-surfaced 

in order to reduce the sediment flowing into the harbour.  

 

Also progressing concurrently is an Auckland Transport programme to stabilise the 

under slip on the unsealed part of the road. This has been partially repaired previously 

but continues to be unstable in wet weather with resulting sediment entering the 

harbour. 

The seawall around the Scott Point car park is to be rebuilt and stabilised. The car 

park will be redesigned and re-surfaced with the establishment of boat trailer parks 

and a disability park a priority. 

b. Planting programme 

To further decrease runoff and increase water quality reaching the harbour, MELR is 

funding a planting programme where residents can apply for plants on private 

properties that face and create run-off towards the harbour. This year, over 3000 

plants have been planted at no cost to residents and the programme will continue for 

each of the next four years. If you would like to participate in future and for more 

information, contact merra.localnetwork@gmail.com 

3. Cats 

 

We’ve received complaints from cat-owning residents that some pets are missing 

which they suspect have been trapped and disposed of. We ask all residents to respect 

the domestic cats are much loved pets and to be returned to owners if trapped 

inadvertently. If there is any confusion as to whether a captured cat is domestic or 

feral, check for the computer chip identification at any vet. 

For cat owners, there are many residents who resent cats for their ranging and hunting 

characteristics, particularly when endangering bird-life. So please ensure that your cat 

has i.d., is collared, with a bell to alert birds close-by and that they’re kept indoors at 

night time. In this way, whatever side you sit on the cat debate, both interests can be 

accommodated.  

4. Plant pests 



Pest weeds found on berms, reserves, public spaces and our own back yards (that’s 

where many of our pest plants come from) just love this time of the year, especially 

after such a challenging winter e.g. jasmine, ginger plant, tobacco weed & gorse with 

their lovely smell and flowers. 

MERRA encourages everyone to take responsibility and a minute or two to check 

their local surrounds for pest plants. MERRA is able to offer advice, printed material 

and a limited amount of chemicals to help with eradication. We can’t always rely on 

our various authorities to deal with our pest weeds problem, so it’s up to us! 

For more information contact merraweb@gmail.com  

5. Local network 

The MERRA committee has been busy cleaning up and updating the residents’ 

database, partly in response to the requirements of privacy law which requires us to 

get written permission to email residents. Thanks for responding for our request for 

those details which has allowed you to receive this newsletter.   

 

The community is divided into groups serviced by local street coordinators, who will 

make themselves known if they haven’t already.  

 

Any general alerts from national or regional Neighbourhood Support will be 

disseminated from the network coordinator via the updated database. More localised 

messages will come via your local street coordinator. 

 

6. Seats of history         

 

7. Camera 

Our local security camera is up and running. It employs excellent technology enabling 

day or night capture of number plates, with storage and play back facilities. If you 

experience any property damage or thefts, this camera is a great tool to assist police to 

identify suspects as they enter and leave the peninsula, day or night. The information 

The third in the series of seats installed at significant sites 

that look over areas of historical interest has been 

commissioned at Ngaio Bay. It’s the next in what will be a 

six seat series – the other two to date being at the cemetery 

and the community garden. There’s a QR code affixed to 

each seat which takes you to a written commentary on the 

site and what you see before you.  

 



on the camera may be accessed where it could help with a reported incident but is not 

available for general surveillance...  

8. Web-site help 

To assist our website administrator keep our site in good order, we seek the services 

of a website professional who can provide backup support. We expect the total 

commitment to be approximately 2-3 hours per month on average. If you, or anyone 

you know of locally, might be able to assist, please contact the website administrator 

on merraweb@gmail.com  We are willing to pay for this service if a volunteer is 

unavailable. 

9. Save the dates 

Sunday 4 December 11am Morning tea to welcome new residents. With covid we 

have not had a welcome for a while now. A catch up 

welcome morning tea will be held at  

Rosedale  

13 Charles Street  

If you or a neighbour have moved into the area since 2020, please inform Suzette -

 merra.localnetwork@gmail.com  

 

26 February Annual barbecue. (deferred to 5 March if weather intervenes) 

7 May   MERRA AGM 

More details on each closer to the time. 

10.  Denis Willers 

Friends Remembering Denis 

One year after his passing we are holding a gathering of friends to  

remember Denis Willers 

Wednesday 5 October 2022 at 2.30pm 

Betty Paxton Room, Mahurangi East Community Centre 



11. Recognition 

 

MERRA wants to acknowledge the following residents who have recently provided 

significant volunteer time and expertise to the community: 

Susan Jelicich stood down as our MERRA treasurer after 5 years, having managed 

the MERRA finances, reported to the committee bi-monthly and the residents at 

AGM time. She also led or assisted in many MERRA activities and projects on top of 

her core function, so was one of our busiest committee members. 

David Legg didn’t seek re-election this year after 4 years on the MERRA committee. 

He also managed our annual Scotts Landing rubbish cleanup days.  

Clarissa Gould-Thorpe stood down from the committee after 2 years managing our 

local network group. 

Simon Gould-Thorpe, whilst not a committee member, has put in a significant 

amount of time and expertise in providing i-technical support in establishing our 

community road monitoring camera. This was a challenging project taking many 

hours of volunteer time at a high technical level.  

Craig Maskell provided the electrical and communication support to the above 

project – again many hours to get this tricky project operational. 

Lisa and Andrew Hay and Malcolm Scott kindly gifted computers needed to 

support the camera system. 


